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Cattlemen see best year in decade 


A long-awaited jump in cat- 
tle prices and low feed costs 
are giving Utah beef producers 
their best year in nearly a 
decade. 

“1987 has been what could 
be considered a hallmark year 
for the cattle industry,” said 
DeeVon Bailey, Utah State 
University Extension econo- 
mist. “We have seen the larg- 
est profits for cattle during 
1987 since at least 1979.” 

The Utah Agricultural Re- 
porting Service reported that 
mid September prices for 
steers and heifers averaged 
$65 per hundredweight, up 


$8.50 from a year earlier. 
Prices for calves at $85 per 
hundredweight were $24 above 
the September 1986 average. 


Nationally, the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture reported 
that average prices for cattle, 
steers and heifers in Septem- 
ber were the highest since 
August 1980. 


In Utah, cattle comprise the 
largest share of agriculture. In 
1986, nearly 33 percent, or $178 
million, of the state’s cash 
receipts in agriculture came 


‘from marketing cattle and 


calves. 


This year looks to be even 
better. 


Bailey said that in addition 
to higher livestock prices and 
lower feed prices the video 
livestock auction, introduced 
into Utah last year, helped 
nudge prices a bit higher. He 
said 25,000 to 30,000 cattle will 
be sold through video sales 
this year, about 10 percent of 
Utah sales. 


Further, he said, the dairy 
herd buyout — the farm bill- 
sponsored effort to trim milk 


production by paying farmers 
tn reduce dairv herds — had 


depressed cattle prices, but 
the program ended Aug. 31 so 
the negative effects of the buy- 
out have been reduced. 


Bailey said the beef cattle 
supply had dropped about 20 
percent since 1979, which has 
strengthened farm prices by 
bringing supply more in line 
wmth demand. 


As for feed prices, he said 
they are a bit higher this fall 
than last fall. But with high 
stores of feed grain and a 
bumper crop expected this 
year, feed grain prices are 
expected to remain low. 


Bira- ) oT | SABE 24444804 £40875 © SUV 


Judges of the Fourth District 
Court issued bench warrants 
for six individuals when they 
failed to show for arraign- 
ments or failed to report to the 
Adult Probation and Parole 
Department (APP) as re- 
quired. 

In Judge Boyd L. Park’s 
court: 

e A non-bailable bench war 
rant was issued for Lonnie R. 
Peterson, 18 of 678 S. 1550 E., 
Spanish Fork, when he failed 
to appear for arraignment on 
a theft charge. 


e A non-bailable bench war- 
rant was issued for Cameron 
Douglas Terry, 30 of 1775 S. 
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minate probation for Steven 
Olson, 1112 E. 40 N., Orem, on 
recommendation of APP, and 
agreed to have reestitution of 
$270,000 be handled civilly. Ol- 
son was convicted of theft by 
deception five and a half years 
ago. 

In Judge Ray M. Harding’s 


court’ 


e Tony Ashment, 27 of 1573 
E. Blackhawk, Pleasant 
Grove, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of theft under a rental 
agreement. Sentencing will be 
Oct. 30. 

e Michael J. Ovard, 25 of 971 
W. 400 N., Provo, pleaded not 
guilty to four charges, includ- 


e David S. Lyons, 20 of 
Provo, was allowed to with- 
draw his plea of guilty to a 
forgery charge and enter a 
plea of not guilty. The state 
then moved to dismiss charges 
against him. Lyons has served 
a successful term of probation. 
The same action was taken on 
a second case heard in Judge 
George E. Ballif’s court. 


e Judge Harding granted a 
90-day diagnostic evaluation to 
Ronald Joseph Humphrey, 27 
of 759 E. 200 N., Provo, in lieu 
of sentencing to prison for 
burglary. The plea for the 
evaluation was made by his 
attorney, James P. Rupper. 


Judges issue warrants for failu 


not guilty to possession of a 
controlled substance with in- 
tent to distribute. Jury trial 
was scheduled Dec. 10. 


e Rich Morrill, 25 of 593 W. 
State St., Lehi, pleaded guilty 
to possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to dis- 
tribute. Sentencing will be 
Nov. 27. 
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